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We are all  

writers … 

Term Dates 

Wednesday 20th December—Last Day of Autumn Term 

Thursday 4th January—First Day of Spring Term 

Monday 19th February—Friday 23rd February—Half Term 

Friday 29th March—Friday 12th April—Easter Break. 

Monday 15th April—First day of Spring term 

Monday 27th—Friday 31st May—Half Term 

Friday 19th July—Last day of Summer Term 

The Big Question for the 

Spring Term Assessment Period 
— Who is Responsible for the 

World? 

 

Our Jigsaw Theme for 
Next Half Term—
Dreams and Goals 

Rights Respecting Schools 

Article 17 (access to information from the media) Eve-
ry child has the right to reliable information from a varie-

ty of sources, and governments should encourage the 
media to provide information that children can under-

stand. Governments must help protect children from ma-
terials that could harm them.  

One Square Mile—Please remember to follow on: https://m.facebook.com/people/One-
Square-Mile-Heritage-on-our-Doorstep/100086912204893/ 
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Please remember that the closing date for Reception Admissions is 15th January 
2024. 

Year 5—Kingswood 
Residential 

Please remember that 
the £70 deposit for 

Kingswood (the Year 6 
Residential) is now 

overdue. Many thanks. 

Year 4 Danbury 

Just a reminder that 
the next Danbury 

Payment of £25 is due 
today December. 
Sorry about that! 

Please remember that today is the last day of the Autumn Term. 

The Spring Term starts on Thursday 4th January 2024. 

Wishing you all the very best for the Christmas Period and a very happy and prosperous 
New Year. 

Full Governing Body Meeting 13/12/2023 

The governors met on Weds 13th December for this FGB Meeting. 
Mr Billings explained the staffing situation to the governors and 
the plan for the next term to ensure that the school has a full 

quota of teaching and support staff.  We spent a lot of time dis-
cussing the schools finances, and Mrs Poole was very thorough in 

her explanation of the schools finances. 
 

All governors and staff have completed a Skills audit to ensure 
that any training or development needs are addressed, It was great 
to see that the overall score has improved since the previous Audit. 

 
The governors discussed the PTA and are very thankful for the 
continued hard work from the PTA and the great opportunities 

they offer our children. School governors all make visits into the 
classrooms and spend time in school speaking with year group lead-
ers, this is to get a really good overview of the current situation in 

schools. Reports are then gathered for the governors to have a 
collective overview and ask questions to the school SLT and feed-

back. This was a very positive conversation. 
 

Finally, the One Square Mile project was spoken about and Mrs 
Skinner gave an update for the great work and opportunity the 
children have to learn through this fantastic resource we have 

available.  

Lee Brooker, Parent Governor 

Goodbye to Mrs. Rayner and Mrs. 
Kedarnath. 

Very sadly today we say goodbye to 
two members of staff. 

Mrs Rayner is currently teaching in 
Year 1 but, in her time with us, has 

worked across the school and been on 
several residentials. 

Mrs. Rayner has been appointed as a 
class teacher in a primary school much 

closer to her home, which will very 
much save her battling the Colchester 

traffic every morning and evening. 

Mrs. Kedarnath is a member of sup-
port staff currently working in Year 

3. Mrs. Kedarnath has been appointed 
as a Science Technician at another 

local school. 

Obviously both of these members of 
staff will be very much missed and we 
wish them both the very best in their 

new ventures. 

Mrs. Bourne 

This half term, Mrs. Bourne was seconded to another local primary school to support them in a period of transition. For 
both the Spring and Summer Terms 2024, Mrs. Bourne has been seconded to a local academy trust. This means that whilst 
Mrs. Bourne is still employed by our school, she will not be working for us, but rather for the trust, so it’s not a total good-
bye. Many of you will have seen Mrs. Bourne yesterday as she was out and about and also in the Christmas Tree Wonderland 

at our Christmas Fair. 

Mrs. Bourne has made immeasurable contributions to our school over the years and will be missed and we wish her the very 
best in a very exciting opportunity.  

From Essex Police 

Are you planning on giving your 
child a new games console, mobile 
phone, tablet, or computer game 
this Christmas? Or do you have 

friends or family who are?  

Visit 
www.essex.police.uk/sortyoursetti
ngs  for practical things you can 
do to help make your child’s new 

device safer when they are 
online.  

#StaySafe  

Thank you 

On behalf of all the staff at school, thank you very much for your support of your chil-
dren’s learning this year, for getting your children into school and for encouraging them 

to be the best they can be. 

Thank you as well for any Christmas Cards/Gifts that you’ve given to staff as a small 
token of your appreciation of their hard work this term.  

Always very much appreciated by the staff. 

Ho, Ho, Ho 

Our PTA have 
some excellent 
connections and 
due to a bit of 
magical wran-

gling, managed to 
secure the ser-
vices of Father 
Christmas this 

week, who had a 
few spare minutes to pop between 
sites and give the children a small 

gift. (Obviously—can only be a 
small gift, it’s not Christmas yet!) 

You may have actually seen him 
flying between our two sites—

...Thank you to the  PTA and thank 
you Father Christmas! 

Year 1 Christmas Songs 

Traditionally, the end of our Christmas Productions usu-
ally finishes with Year 1 songs to parents. This means 

that it’s also normally the last time we get/I get to sing 
Dominik the Donkey. 

Our Year 1 children were brilliant on Monday as they 
sang themselves horse to a packed hall of parents and 

relatives. 

Well done to all of the Year 1 team and the children for 
some beautiful singing—that put us very much in the 

mood for Christmas. 

Christmas Card Recycling 

You may have noticed at 
both our AF and T sites the 

appearance of two large 
yellow wheelie bins!  

These are solely for the use 
and purpose of recycling 

Christmas Cards and enve-
lopes. 

The yellow bins will be with 
us until Wednesday 17th 

January. 

Any cards—big, small, bright 
can go in the bin and white 

envelopes. 

TTRS 

Our school is now in the Top 3 for times tables on 
TT Rock Stars!  This is an amazing achievement that 

we should be very proud of! 

Please keep going over the Christmas Break with 
both TTRS and Reading...   




